Recurrent paralytic ileus associated with strongyloidiasis in a patient with systemic lupus erythematosus.
We present an interesting case of recurrent paralytic ileus due to strongyloidiasis in a woman who was being treated with corticosteroids and immunosuppressants for systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE). She was also a carrier of human T-cell leukemia virus type I. She had a history of strongyloidiasis 8 years earlier. Recurrent episodes of paralytic ileus due to strongyloidiasis occurred during treatment of her SLE with corticosteroids. Ivermectin was given and improved the symptoms. This case shows that symptomatic strongyloidiasis can be induced in immunocompromised hosts by immunosuppressive therapy. It is important to rule out strongyloidiasis prior to starting immunosuppressive therapy in patients from endemic areas.